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August 3, 2020 

Maria Cancian, Dean 
McCourt School of Public Policy 
Georgetown University 

Dear Dean Maria,  

On July 29, Georgetown’s graduate students were informed that classes would be virtual for at 
least the first four weeks of the Fall semester, with the potential for a return to a hybrid format 
after September 28th. As such, their tuition costs would be discounted by 5% (after accounting 
for a scheduled increase of 3.5%) for the coming semester. At the same time, undergraduate 
students were offered a 10% tuition discount for the Fall semester. This decision was made 
without consultation with the Georgetown University Graduate Student Government (GradGov), 
McCourt Student Association (MSA), or other student representatives; and the graduate student 
community feels blindsided by the sudden announcement. 

MSA, in conjunction with GradGov and other graduate student organizations, is requesting that 
all graduate students be offered a 10% tuition discount for the Fall semester, equal to what is 
being offered to undergraduates, and that the University commit to a final decision on campus 
operations by September 21st (six full weeks of instruction before Thanksgiving plus three 
weeks notice). 

We understand that Georgetown’s Administration must adjust plans for the Fall semester to 
prioritize the safety and wellbeing of its student community; however, McCourt students have 
consistently communicated their uncertainty and confusion in regards to the hybrid format for 
the Fall semester. It is precisely because graduate students were intended to receive a hybrid 
format for this fall that Georgetown has justified the disparate tuition reductions between 
undergraduate and graduate students. We do not accept this justification. It is unjust to ask 
students to pay 5% more in tuition costs (approximately $110 per credit hour) for the uncertain 
prospect of an undetermined number of weeks of potential hybrid instruction. There is a definite 
possibility that the conditions of the pandemic will not sufficiently improve at any point during 
the fall semester. If that occurs, graduate students will be in precisely the same situation as 
undergraduates, but with half the tuition adjustment. Many students will also not be in a position 
to return to campus with three weeks notice, and so would not be able to take advantage of 
hybrid instruction if and when it is offered. Finally, it is unrealistic to expect faculty to develop 
both a virtual and hybrid modality for their courses, and be able to switch seamlessly between 
the two should graduate students return to campus. Based on the offered tuition discounts, 
Georgetown considers this situation to be only half as disruptive as the undergraduate situation. 
We reject this dishonest and naïve argument. 

The disparity between the tuition discounts is emblematic of a longstanding disparity of 
treatment between undergraduate and graduate students at Georgetown University. For years, 
graduate students have been treated as secondary to undergraduates at Georgetown, when we are 
an equally vital part of the student community. We bring more diversity to campus, contribute 
significantly more to Georgetown’s revenue in terms of research and academic support, and 
generally receive far less financial aid than our undergraduate counterparts. Just recently, 
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Georgetown chose to direct fully 90% of the Federal CARES Act funding for student relief to 
undergraduate students, despite the majority of individuals eligible for funding being graduate 
students. Now, again, Georgetown has elected to provide significantly more financial relief to 
undergraduates for no justifiable reason. Graduate students are more financially precarious, more 
reliant on university employment, less likely to have a familial safety net, and less likely to 
receive financial aid compared to undergraduate students. And yet, undergraduates will receive a 
tuition discount which is twice as large as what is being offered to graduate students. 

Over the past four months, the COVID-19 pandemic has created not only a public health crisis, 
but also an economic crisis. The national unemployment rate is approximately 11.1%, and 
millions of Americans are struggling to stay afloat financially. More than ever, graduate students 
will be struggling to afford the high tuition costs of Georgetown while also maintaining 
residence in DC and incurring additional costs for internet service bandwidth to accommodate 
the technological demands of virtual instruction. Georgetown cannot continue to treat graduate 
students inequitably, and must not arbitrarily assign half the reduction in financial burden upon a 
crucial subset of its student community. MSA and GradGov recognize that the university is in a 
challenging financial situation; however, it is in the best interests of the university, and especially 
McCourt, to provide solutions which equitably ease the financial burden of all students through 
uniform tuition reductions and increased access to scholarships and financial relief funds. 

Therefore, we are requesting that the disparity between undergraduates and graduates be 
remedied by discounting graduate and professional tuition by 10%. We also request that 
Georgetown commit to a date after which graduate students will not be asked to return to 
campus, provided that doing so would not bring harm to the visa and/or OPT status of 
international students. Graduate students should not be brought back to campus for hybrid and 
in-person classes for any fewer than six full weeks of instruction. 

Sincerely,  

 
Layla Oghabian  
President, MSA 

Cc: Leslie Evertz, Associate Dean for Student Affairs, McCourt School of Public Policy 
 Alexandra Oderman, Vice President, MSA 
 Henry Watson, President, GradGov 


